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GREETINGS FALCON FAMILIES!
We have a busy month ahead of us as we continue to work on building our students' literacy
skills in all academic areas. We are truly excited to host a virtual Literacy Night on Tuesday,
December 15th from 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm. We thank you in advance for your support as we
strive to promote a love for literacy. A link will be posted on the CJH webpage for you to join
us as we discuss:

Read Alouds
Reading Data
Lexile Levels / Grade Level Lexile Expectations
Choosing Appropriate Texts
Online Sources for Books

Falcon Family, this is the time of year when we are able to re�ect on the things in life that we
are most thankful for and renew our hope for what the new year will bring. During the
upcoming holiday break, I encourage students to read for up to 30 minutes each day, play
games that involve mathematics/problem-solving, and spend quality time with family. Please
stay safe and healthy, and enjoy the holiday season.

Sincerely,
Dr. Erica Wakefall



LEAD | LEARN | LOVE | GROW

Your child uses a software program called Renaissance at school. This program has a special
feature called Home Connect. It allows you to view information about your child's progress on
Accelerated Reader (AR) and STAR assessments. It also allows you to sign up to receive
email noti�cations after your child completes an activity or assessment in these programs.
You can log in to Home Connect from any computer with an Internet Connection and
compatible browser at this Home Connect Website: https://global-zone52.renaissance-
go.com/studentprogress/homeconnect? t=48585 The username and password on this site are
the same RCPS student credentials that your child uses to log into Class Link or other RCPS
programs. If you have questions about Home Connect, please contact your child’s teacher.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal-zone52.renaissance-go.com%2Fstudentprogress%2Fhomeconnect%3F%2520t%3D48585%2520&data=04%7C01%7Cewakefall%40rockdale.k12.ga.us%7Caead4ba967a54b64306208d8956c41e2%7Cbfd25eb83dfc4e5cadabad073f23ac72%7C1%7C0%7C637423639492882500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KwDQFrmt4ytqII%2FR74xb7zw13qSDvHSoTjo2oVeSKxs%3D&reserved=0


The video below will guide you through setting up email noti�cations from the program.

Make sure you set up your account today!

AR Home Connect for Parents videos.renaissance.com

GRADE LEVEL NEWS

This is an exciting month for our READY children as we enter the holiday season. We will be
making special holiday crafts. We will sing and read about Rudolph and the Gingerbread Man.
We will jingle bells to many of our songs at Circle Time, especially to the song “Jingle Bells”.
We will learn many holiday words such as: presents, reindeer, stars, trees and gingerbread. We
will be lacing, cutting, gluing, painting and coloring lots of holiday crafts to decorate your
home. We will explore with the colors green, red, and the star shape using play dough and
cookie cutters.

Gingerbread Man story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6h7oBl1FB6o

https://videos.renaissance.com/watch/A9jgmzAkdCVGtCn2TucypV?_ga=2.237470532.592661557.1599569213-837404381.1597840885
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6h7oBl1FB6o


We hope you were able to re�ect and discuss with your child things they are thankful for this
Thanksgiving. Pre-K is looking forward to exploring Holidays Around the World and learning
about how different cultures celebrate this time of year. Please continue to work with your
child daily on letter sounds, upper and lowercase, letter recognition, number recognition,
counting, and name writing.

Thank you so much,
The Pre-K Team

We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and enjoyed their fall break. The Kindergarten
students have been busy learning about the different story elements in Reading. In Social
Studies they are learning about the different ways that people celebrate the holidays and they
enjoyed their Community Helper Day learning about some of the jobs that people in our
community do. In Science they are continuing the exciting unit on day and night sky.
Throughout the month of December in Math they will be moving from comparing number to
composing and decomposing teen numbers. Please continue to make sure your child is
studying their weekly sight words and reading 30 minutes every night.

Thank you,
The Kindergarten Team



As we enter December, we are excited to continue teaching and learning with our scholars. Our
mathematicians will begin adding and subtracting within 20. Readers will continue learning
good reader strategies to aid in comprehending texts. Authors with be using non-�ction texts
to write informational passages. Scientists will continue studying weather and historians will
be learning about historical �gures like Lewis & Clark.

As we continue this journey of virtual learning together, please be mindful of a few things. Live
classes begin at 7:35 am. When students are tardy, they miss crucial instruction. We also want
to extent our gratitude to our families for their continued support. Lastly, please refrain from
providing scholars with answers to their assignments. We work diligently to develop
independence in 1st grade and it is important for us to know what our scholars can do
independently. This allows us to best support them in their learning.

Best,
The First Grade Team

Sensational Second Grade Superstars,

Huzzah to our second-grade students! Many of our students have been diligently completing
their online assignments and are being great digital citizens. Here are some of the fabulous
learning activities that have been going on:

Math - Counting and adding within 100 to 1000! They are learning so many ways to add.
Ask a second grader-they will certainly tell you.
Reading - We have been connecting illustrations and pictures and their passages to
understand what the author’s ideas were. We can retell those passages using characters,
setting, and sequencing the passages from beginning, the middle to the end. Do you know
how chocolate candy bars are made? Ask a second grader, they can tell you how they're
made from plant to chocolate bar. YUM!
Science - We have been studying the moon. Our students have been tracking its changes
and are amazed at what they see. Go lunar calendars! Did you know you can see the
moon during the day?
Social Studies - The students have completed a fantastic performance task. They were to
pretend that they were either a Creek or Cherokee child. They wrote a narrative and
created a poster, too!



We are continually amazed with our students' diligence during this challenging time.

Sincerely,
The Second Grade Team

As we begin to enter the most joyful time of the year, we plan to make the best out of this
holiday season and bring as much normalcy as possible. With that being said, please be on
the look-out for information regarding virtual holiday parties and activities.

A message from the Language Arts and Social Studies Teachers:
In our Language Arts classes, students are working diligently with informational text. Students
are working on justifying answers with evidence from the text and producing informational
essays. Please encourage your child to read an abundance of non-�ction text at home. In our
social studies classes, we are wrapping up European Exploration and moving towards
Colonial America.

A message from the Math and Science Teachers:
Math teachers want to encourage parents to continue working on mastering basic
multiplication facts. As students begin to tackle two-step word problems, becoming �uent
with basic facts will help take away some of the frustration with word problems. In our
Science classes, students are ending their unit on soil and entering a study on fossils.
As always, thank you for being great team players. Teamwork makes the DREAM WORK!

Educationally Yours,
The Third Grade Team



WOW!!! We’ve almost made it to the end of our 1st semester with virtual learning! THANK YOU
so much for your continued support as we navigate through this semester. Your child has
been learning a lot of new information thus far and will continue to learn about new standards
in the month of December. In Reading, students will be learning about inferencing a text,
explaining events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scienti�c, or technical text,
including what happened and why based on speci�c information in the text and determining
the meaning of a word or phrase in a text. In Math, we will be learning how to use different
strategies to solve multiplication/division problems, recognizing area as additive and
beginning our Fractions unit starting with equivalent fractions. Finally, in Science and Social
Studies, students will be learning about Planets & Stars and the Expansions of a New Nation.
Below are a few tips as we continue this journey together:

Please make sure your child is logged on between 7:35 and 7:45 am daily via Microsoft
Teams
Please make sure your child is completing their assignments daily via their ItsLearning
course page
Please make sure your child has their cameras on and microphones muted throughout
the day
Please email your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns about virtual
learning or assignment

The following assessments are coming up in December that students need to be online and
ready to take by 7:45 am:

Common Unit Assessment (CUA)
Social Studies- December 1st, 2020
Science- December 8th, 2020
Math- December 9th, 2020

Common Formative Assessment (CFA)
Science- December 15th, 2020
ELA- December 16th, 2020

With Gratitude,
The Fourth Grade Team



Thank you for all your support during this virtual learning experience for the 2020-2021 school
year. Our instructional day begins at 7:45 am and attendance is very important. Please
encourage your child to get up early and come to class on time.

We have been very busy this past month. The students have been learning many new concepts
and reviewing some old ones. We have been working on various comprehension and writing
skills. In math we have worked Adding and Subtracting with Decimals. Please encourage your
student to do their best on all assignments.

The AR Period will end December 4th, please encourage your student to read at least 35
minutes every day. Winter Break is December 23rd through January 4th. We will have
Independent Learning Days on December 21st and 22nd. Classes will resume on January 5th.
Have fun and get plenty of rest so that we may �nish 2nd quarter strong. As a reminder, help
motivate your child during asynchronous learning sessions. Encourage them to complete all
daily assignments. With your help, we look forward to a great school year.

The Best,
The Fifth Grade Team



Please continue to help us to maintain a positive learning environment for all by encouraging
your students to honor our digital citizenship expectations.

TECH TOPIC: RCPS LEARNER OPTION SURVEY
As you may already know, RCPS is tentatively planning to resume in-person instruction on a
hybrid schedule beginning January 19, 2021. A hybrid schedule simply means that not all
students will be attending school on the same day. Under the hybrid schedule, there will be
two days of in-person instruction at school and three days of virtual learning at home. RCPS
will continue to offer a virtual only option for second semester for those who wish to remain
100% virtual.

A survey is now in the Parent Portal for you to choose your preference of learning option. You
will log in and click on MORE, then Learner Option Selection. Choose an option for each child
then click save. This survey will be available until December 4th at 5 p.m. If you do not go in
and make your own selection, the default selection of virtual will be selected for you.



RCPS reserves the right to adjust the plans for next semester based upon local public health
conditions which will continue to be monitored. Please also note that elementary will be able
to change their selection for fourth quarter, however, middle and high school will remain in
effect for the entire semester.

Students will continue to have access to meals with all options. If you need to set up a Parent
Portal account, please visit the CJH webpage for instructions.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR FRONT OFFICE STAFF
You may call us at 770-483-4410 between 7:30 am - 3:30 pm, Monday - Friday. Updating your
In�nite Campus Parent Portal account will make it easier for us to support you when you call.
Please visit our CJH web page for technology support with setting up your account. As
always, we are happy to assist.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CLINIC ASSISTANT



My onsite o�ce hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:30 am - 3:30 pm. You may call or
email with your clinic questions.

Stay safe and healthy,
Mrs. Monette Lowe
mlowe@rockdale.k12.ga.us

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CAFE
For questions about school meal bus stop locations and times, call 770-860-4250 or you may
email our Cafeteria Manager, Mrs. Jacki Hayslip at jhayslip@rockdale.k12.ga.us.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARENT LIAISON
Please contact me at the school or by email if you have any questions about school policies
and procedures.

Mrs. Caryn Abraham
770.483.4410
cabraham@rockdale.k12.ga.us
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mailto:jhayslip@rockdale.k12.ga.us
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